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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TOURO APPOINTS ALAN KADISH, M.D. PRESIDENT AND CEO

New York, N.Y., March 18, 2010 – The Board of Trustees of Touro College and Touro 
University today announced the appointment of Alan Kadish, M.D. as president and chief 
executive officer, and Rabbi Doniel Lander, son of Touro founder Rabbi Dr. Bernard Lander, to 
the position of chancellor.  Plans for formal convocation ceremonies will be announced soon.

In succeeding Dr. Lander, Dr. Kadish becomes only the second president in Touro’s history.  Dr. 
Lander founded Touro 40 years ago and led the institution through tremendous growth until his 
recent passing.

As chancellor, Rabbi Lander’s role will be to perpetuate and preserve the legacy of his father. 
Presently, Rabbi Lander is dean of the Institute for Advanced Talmudic Studies at Yeshivas Ohr 
Hachaim, in Queens, a position he will continue to hold.  

“We are proud to name Dr. Alan Kadish to succeed Dr. Lander as president and CEO of Touro 
College, and Rabbi Lander to the post of chancellor,” said Dr. Mark Hasten, chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, in making the announcement.  “In the spirit of our beloved and respected 
founder, Rabbi Dr. Bernard Lander, we wish to ensure the continuity and well-being of future 
generations at Touro.  They will provide strong leadership as Touro College moves forward into 
this new phase of our development with confidence and vigor.”  

Touro is the largest Jewish-sponsored educational institution in the United States.  Founded in 
1970 as a small men’s college, Touro has expanded broadly since its inception and today 
educates approximately 17,500 students at 29 schools and colleges in several states and overseas. 
A pioneer in Jewish education, The Touro system is engaged locally, nationally and worldwide 
in promoting academic excellence, egalitarian values, tolerance and the well-being of others 
through quality educational programs and community engagement. 
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As president and CEO, Dr. Kadish has overall administrative responsibility for the Touro system, 
which includes numerous colleges in New York, Florida, California and campuses abroad - as 
well as Touro University California and Touro University Nevada.

“Since he joined Touro last year as senior provost and COO, I have been fortunate to have 
worked closely with Dr. Kadish, and I have the utmost confidence in his leadership abilities, 
which are extraordinary,” said Rabbi Lander.  “I am deeply grateful that he has embraced the 
opportunity to apply his energy and enthusiasm to help lead Touro into the next century.”

Said Dr. Kadish: “I am honored to be appointed president and CEO of Touro College by the 
Board of Trustees, and to have the opportunity to follow in the footsteps of a great leader.  I look 
forward to pursuing Touro’s important mission, and to continuing our tradition of providing 
quality education to secular and Jewish students across the globe.”  

Dr. Kadish stressed the importance of working to help ensure that all students enter the 
workforce prepared to meet the challenges of an increasingly competitive economic climate 
armed with the skills and resources provided by a Touro education.  He also noted that Touro has 
become an important school for the study of health sciences and said he looks forward to moving 
Touro’s geographically distinct medical programs into leadership roles in American medicine. 

Currently, Touro operates two colleges of pharmacy, three colleges of osteopathic medicine, and 
graduate schools and colleges in health sciences in several states, including California, Nevada 
and New York.  In December, Touro entered into an agreement to affiliate with New York 
Medical College, a 150-year-old allopathic medical school in upstate New York.  In addition to 
its health sciences programs, Touro operates numerous other graduate schools in a variety of 
fields including business, education, psychology, social work, Jewish Studies, and the Jacob D. 
Fuchsberg Law Center.

Dr. Kadish joined Touro from Northwestern University in September 2009, as senior provost and 
chief operating officer.  At Northwestern University, he was a prominent cardiologist on the 
national stage, and served on the faculty and as an administrator for the previous 19 years.  He 
has worked as a teacher, research scholar and scientist, and clinician. He held numerous senior-
level administrative positions at Northwestern, and also at the University of Michigan, where he 
had various appointments prior to joining Northwestern. A prolific researcher and writer, he has 
written extensively in his field, authoring over 300 peer-reviewed papers and contributing to 
several textbooks.

He received his M.D. degree from the Albert Einstein College of Medicine at Yeshiva University 
and his postdoctoral medical training at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital, an affiliate of 
Harvard Medical School, and at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, where he was a 
fellow in cardiology.  He is board certified in internal medicine, cardiovascular disease and 
cardiac electrophysiology.

Touro is a system of Jewish-sponsored non-profit institutions of higher and professional education.  
Touro College was established in 1971 primarily to enrich the Jewish heritage, and to serve the larger 
American community. Approximately 17,500 students are currently enrolled in its various schools and 
divisions. Touro College has branch campuses, locations and instructional sites in the New York area, as  



well as branch campuses and programs in Berlin, Jerusalem, Moscow, Paris and Florida. Touro 
University California and its Nevada branch campus, as well as Touro College Los Angeles, are 
separately accredited institutions governed in common by the same Board of Trustees as Touro College.  
For further information on Touro College, please go to: http://www.touro.edu/media/. 
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