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Plagiarism and how to avoid it 

The Touro College Student Handbook 2006-2009 defines plagiarism as follows: 

“To commit plagiarism means to present as ones’ own the ideas, writings and or 

computer generated material of others without proper acknowledgment of those sources 

by means of quotation marks and/or specific references (footnotes) to the original source 

from which the material was taken. Plagiarism also includes the submission of the work 

of a commercial writing service or of a “ghost writer” as one’s own work. Section 213-6 

of the New York State Education Law prohibits the sale of term paper, essays, and 

research reports to students enrolled in a College. “ 

In other words, plagiarism means copying material from somewhere else without indicating its 

source.  It means copying without quotation marks even if you do indicate the source.  To avoid 

plagiarism, all material copied exactly should be placed in quotation marks and documented.  

Likewise, characteristic phrases borrowed from another writer should be placed within quotation 

marks and documented.  Repeating another's words with slight changes (by leaving out some 

words, changing a few words, skipping a sentence or two) does not make it your own.  This is 

known as paraphrasing.  The basic material has been taken from someone else's work and it 

should be acknowledged. 

Guidelines for avoiding plagiarism 

When do I cite?  

 You have to cite when you directly quote from a source or when you 

paraphrase, summarize or use data and statistics to support your argument. 

This includes the use of another student's work or the use of your own 

previous work. 

What do I cite?  

According to OWL from Purdue University, you cite: 

 “Words or ideas presented in a magazine, book, newspaper, song, TV 

program, movie, Web page, computer program, letter, advertisement, or any 

other medium  
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 Information you gain through interviewing or conversing with another 

person, face to face, over the phone, or in writing  

 The exact words or a unique phrase you copy  

 Any diagrams, illustrations, charts, pictures, or other visual materials that 

you reprint  

 Any electronically-available media, including images, audio, video, or other 

media that you repost”. (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/) 

 

What do I not cite?  

 Your own ideas, opinions or conclusions as a result of research 

 If it is common knowledge you don’t need to cite.  

By common knowledge we mean information that can be easily located in an 

encyclopedia or a search engine, the majority of people know it, or facts that 

are beyond dispute.  

 Examples of common knowledge: Declaration of Independence in the United 

States July 4, 1776; there are four seasons in the year; Paris is the capital of 

France.  There is no need to document that Paris is the capital of France.  

However, if you tell your reader that the population of France is 61, 3583, 

223 this fact should be documented. This means that you need to add to your 

paper the source, i.e. http://wikitravel.org/en  from where you got the information 

on the population of France.   

 Golden Rule: When in doubt, cite your source.  

Where do I cite? You have to cite in two places:  

 In your text. These references are called in-text citations. If you use the APA 

style, follow the author-date method in your in-text citations, e.g. (Smith, 

2009).  If you use the MLA style, you have to follow the author-page method 

for your in-text parenthetical citations, e.g. (Smith 63).  

 

 At the end of your paper where you assemble the list of all sources you have 

used for your assignment. This list is called either References (APA) or 

Works Cited (MLA) depending on the style guide you use. Get help with 

NoodleTools to create your bibliography. NoodleTools (MLA, APA & 

Chicago/Turabian) 

 

 More examples of how to cite correctly (New York Institute of Technology) 

This handout provides examples of successful and not so successful citations. 

 

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/
http://wikitravel.org/en
http://www.touro.edu/library/commerdb/login.asp?db=noo
http://www.touro.edu/library/commerdb/login.asp?db=noo
http://iris.nyit.edu/library/services/NYITMasteringScholarship.pdf
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 http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/home.html (By Diana Hacker: provides 

tremendous help with in-text citation, list of references, sample papers in 4 

different styles and manuscript formats) 

How do I quote, paraphrase and summarize correctly? 

 Paraphrasing Textual Material (University of Arizona) 

 Paraphrasing & Quoting a Source (Writing Center University of Wisconsin) 

 How to Paraphrase (OWL Purdue University) 

 

Tutorial on plagiarism: “You quote it, you note it” (Acadia University) 

 http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/ 

Citation Style Guides 

 APA  

 MLA (Modern Language Association) - 7th Ed. MLA Handbook, 2009  

 Citation Style Tutorial 

Test your plagiarism knowledge and get a certificate (Indiana University) 

 https://www.indiana.edu/~istd/plagiarism_test.html 

Citation Tools 

MLA, APA, and Chicago/Turabian bibliography composer with fully-integrated note-

taking capabilities 

  NoodleTools (MLA, APA & Chicago/Turabian)  

Practice avoiding plagiarism (Indiana University) 

 https://www.indiana.edu/~tedfrick/plagiarism/index2.html 

More help!  A student friendly step by step guide to writing a research paper from the IPL 

website, which is a collection of trusted resources and services handpicked by librarians  

 http://ipl.org/div/teen/aplus/ 

Links to Online Writing Labs (OWLs)—a selection of useful handouts on how to write a 

paper 

 http://ipl.org/div/teen/aplus/linksowls.htm 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/home.html
http://www.gened.arizona.edu/eslweb/paraphra.htm
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QuotingSources.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_paraphr.html
http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/
http://library.albany.edu/usered/cite/APAw-header.pdf
http://citesource.trincoll.edu/mla/index.html
http://support.library.ewu.edu/reference/tutorial/flash/citation.html
http://support.library.ewu.edu/reference/tutorial/flash/citation.html
https://www.indiana.edu/~istd/plagiarism_test.html
http://www.touro.edu/library/commerdb/login.asp?db=noo
https://www.indiana.edu/~tedfrick/plagiarism/index2.html
http://ipl.org/div/teen/aplus/
http://ipl.org/div/teen/aplus/linksowls.htm
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Articles on Academic Honest & Plagiarism for Faculty 

Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) 

http://www.academicintegrity.org/ 

Preventing Academic Dishonesty 

http://teaching.berkeley.edu/bgd/prevent.html 

Dealing with Plagiarism 

http://library.queensu.ca/inforef/plagindex.htm 

Suspicious Signs Exercise 

http://www.lib.umich.edu/academic-integrity/suspicious-signs-exercise 

Strategies to Prevent and Deter Plagiarism 

Discouraging Plagiarism 

http://www.indiana.edu/~cwp/plagiarism.shtml 

 

Anti-Plagiarism Strategies 

http://www.virtualsalt.com/antiplag.htm 

 

Reintroducing Students to Good Research 

http://homepages.gac.edu/~fister/LakeForest.html 

Resources for Teaching - Plagiarism  

http://www.albany.edu/teachingandlearning/tlr/teaching_resources/prevention.shtml# 

Coastal Carolina University-Teaching Effectiveness Seminar 

 Cheating 101: Paper Mills and You 

http://www.coastal.edu/library/presentations/papermil.html Talks about faculty 
reluctance to report plagiarism cases 

 Detecting Plagiarized Papers  

http://www.coastal.edu/library/presentations/plagiarz.html Tips on detecting papers that 
are plagiarized 

 Easy Steps to Combating Plagiarism 
http://www.coastal.edu/library/presentations/easystep.html Tips to dissuade and deter 

plagiarism 

 

Deterring Plagiarism: Some Strategies  

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/faculty/deterring-plagiarism 

University of Wisconsin at Platteville Karrmann Library: Plagiarism Prevention 

http://www.uwplatt.edu/library/reference/plagiarism.html 

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://teaching.berkeley.edu/bgd/prevent.html
http://library.queensu.ca/inforef/plagindex.htm
http://www.lib.umich.edu/academic-integrity/suspicious-signs-exercise
http://www.indiana.edu/~cwp/plagiarism.shtml
http://www.virtualsalt.com/antiplag.htm
http://homepages.gac.edu/~fister/LakeForest.html
http://www.albany.edu/teachingandlearning/tlr/teaching_resources/prevention.shtml
http://www.coastal.edu/library/presentations/papermil.html
http://www.coastal.edu/library/presentations/plagiarz.html
http://www.coastal.edu/library/presentations/easystep.html
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/faculty/deterring-plagiarism
http://www.uwplatt.edu/library/reference/plagiarism.html
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A Faculty Guide to Cyber-Plagiarism  

http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/ 

Plagiarism and Anti-Plagiarism  

http://www.andromeda.rutgers.edu/~ehrlich/plagiarism598.html 

Busting the new Breed of Plagiarist 

http://www.awpwriter.org/magazine/writers/mbugeja01.htm 
 

Combating Plagiarism 

http://www.cqpress.com/docs/Combating%20Plagiarism.pdf 

 

Dealing with Plagiarists 

http://chronicle.com/article/Dealing-With-Plagiarists/46088/ 

E-Cheating--Combating a 21st Century Challenge 

http://www.thejournal.com/articles/15675 

Keeping Kids Honest in the Information Age: Dealing with Cyber-Plagiarism 

http://www.rmcdenver.com/starcenter/plagiarism.htm 

Plagiarism in the News 

Survey: Many Students Say Cheating's OK 

http://archives.cnn.com/2002/fyi/teachers.ednews/04/05/highschool.cheating/index.html 

Term Paper Mills, Anti-Plagiarism Tools, and Academic Integrity  

http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/erm0153.pdf 

Times Reporter Who Resigned Leaves Long Trail of Deception 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/11/us/correcting-the-record-times-reporter-who-resigned-

leaves-long-trail-of-deception.html 

Thin Line Splits Cheating, Smarts 

http://www.wired.com/news/school/0,1383,54963,00.html 

University of Virginia Hit by Scandal over Cheating 

http://www.csie.ntu.edu.tw/~lyuu/virginia.html 

Where Cheaters often Prosper 

http://www.wired.com/news/school/0,1383,54571,00.html 

Plagiarism in the News 

http://www.bridgewater.edu/WritingCenter/Workshops/PlagiarismCases.htm 

 

http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/
http://www.andromeda.rutgers.edu/~ehrlich/plagiarism598.html
http://www.awpwriter.org/magazine/writers/mbugeja01.htm
http://www.cqpress.com/docs/Combating%20Plagiarism.pdf
http://chronicle.com/article/Dealing-With-Plagiarists/46088/
http://www.thejournal.com/articles/15675
http://web.archive.org/web/20050405202945/http:/www.rmcdenver.com/starcenter/plagiarism.htm
http://archives.cnn.com/2002/fyi/teachers.ednews/04/05/highschool.cheating/index.html
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/erm0153.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/11/us/correcting-the-record-times-reporter-who-resigned-leaves-long-trail-of-deception.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/11/us/correcting-the-record-times-reporter-who-resigned-leaves-long-trail-of-deception.html
http://www.wired.com/news/school/0,1383,54963,00.html
http://www.csie.ntu.edu.tw/~lyuu/virginia.html
http://www.wired.com/news/school/0,1383,54571,00.html
http://www.bridgewater.edu/WritingCenter/Workshops/PlagiarismCases.htm

