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TOURO COLLEGE’S LANDER COLLEGE FOR MEN 

OFFERING HONORS PROGRAM FOR EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS 

 

 

New York, N.Y., February 24, 2011 -- Touro College‟s Lander College for Men/Beis Medrash L„Talmud is 

offering an Honors Program designed to help exceptional students broaden their intellectual experience, both in 

LCM and in the Beis Medrash L‟Talmud. 

 

The Honors Program, according to Dr. Moshe Sokol, dean of LCM, is designed to recognize the dual 

commitment to Torah learning and academic studies by enhancing the curriculum of both.  Only those students 

who have demonstrated exceptional achievement in Torah studies as well as academics will be considered for 

admission into the Honors Program, he said. 

 

“Those who complete the Honors Program will be better prepared for the rigors and demands of graduate and 

professional education at the highest levels and will therefore, be more attractive candidates when applying,” 

Dean Sokol said.  “Taken together, both elements of the Honors Program will challenge intellectually-gifted 

students by  encouraging them to think more profoundly, to express themselves in a more sophisticated and 

precise manner, and to discipline themselves to achieve their ambitious goals.” 
 

Dr. Alan Kadish, president and CEO of Touro College, concurs.  “These young men will be among our future 

leaders in the Jewish community. It is with great pride that we are able to recognize these gifted students and 

cultivate them for rewarding positions in Jewish lay and professional leadership.  The Honors Program is 

designed to help bridge our students‟ academic and Torah studies, enhancing their pursuit of whatever 

professions they choose to pursue.” 
 

Honors students will be required to enroll in specially designed honors sections of two key courses that are part 

of the College‟s Core Curriculum: English Composition II and Statistics.  The Core Curriculum also requires 

that students take at least one course each in Western history, Jewish history, and Western literature.  Students 

enrolled in the Honors Program will be required to write research papers for each of these courses, as well.  

Finally, all honors students will be required to complete a senior honors project in their chosen major. 

 

The enriched Torah learning component of the Honors Program requires students to learn 45 blatt (pages of 

Gemara) of bekius (a course of study covering more ground than traditional studies) over the course of the year.  
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Honors students must also participate in a weekly learning session in halakha (Jewish law), with regular 

examinations, and write one chabura (research paper) per semester in Hebrew, and deliver each chabura orally 

to fellow honors students for discussion and critique. 

 

Finally, all honors students will be required to complete a specially designed honors course entitled “Ethics and 

the Professions,” which integrates Torah and academic experiences by examining ethical issues from the 

perspectives of ethical theory, Jewish ethics, and Jewish law.  The course will also feature guest lecturers who 

will deliver talks in their areas of expertise.  This course satisfies the LCM Core Curriculum requirement that all 

students must take at least one course in the liberal arts and sciences outside of their major. 

 

Students admitted into the Honors Program will receive a minimum of $10,000 per year in scholarship funds, 

which covers more than two-thirds of the cost of academic tuition.  Scholarships may increase from that 

minimum depending upon a variety of factors, including SAT or ACT scores, high school grade point averages, 

and performances during interviews and bechina (oral examinations). 

 

Applicants are expected to score a minimum of 1350 on the critical reading and mathematics sections of the 

SAT (or 30 composite scores on the ACT); earn a minimum 92 high school grade point average in academic 

subjects and a 92 average in Jewish subjects; and demonstrate unusually strong study skills on an oral 

examination.  All applicants will be interviewed by a representative from the Office of the Dean. 

 

Further information about the Honors Program is available from Rabbi Barry Nathan, 718-820-4884/4904; 

email: barry.nathan@touro.edu. 

 

Lander College for Men/Beis Medrash L’Talmud, located in Queens, N.Y., is committed to the pursuit of 

excellence in Jewish and academic studies in a personalized environment.  Established in the fall of 2000, the 

purpose of LCM is to provide a superior college education for students committed to serious Beis Medrash 

learning in an atmosphere of Torah. 

 

 

Touro is a system of Jewish-sponsored non-profit institutions of higher and professional education. Touro 

College was established in 1971 primarily to enrich the Jewish heritage, and to serve the larger American 

community. More than 18,000 students are currently enrolled in its various schools and divisions. Touro 

College has branch campuses, locations and instructional sites in the New York area, as well as branch 

campuses and programs in Berlin, Jerusalem, Moscow, Paris, and Florida. Touro University California and its 

Nevada branch campus, as well as Touro College Los Angeles, are separately accredited institutions governed 

in common by the same Board of Trustees as Touro College. For further information on Touro College, please 

go to: http://www.touro.edu/media/. 
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