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GRADUATING SENIOR AT TOURO COLLEGE’S LANDER COLLEGE FOR WOMEN  

DELIVERS ROUSING ADDRESS AT JEWISH COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS  

PLENUM CHAIR’S DINNER IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

*** 

Stresses Tikkun Olam and Close Connection between Touro College and JCPA 

 

 

New York, N.Y., March 21, 2011-- Shayna Weinberg-Gordon of Peoria, Illinois, a graduating senior at Touro 

College’s Lander College for Women-The Anna Ruth and Mark Hasten School (LCW), delivered a rousing 

address to more than 400 communal leaders from all over the United States during the Jewish Council for 

Public Affairs’ (JCPA) Plenum Chair’s Dinner, held from March 5-8, at the Mayflower Renaissance Hotel in 

Washington, D.C. 

Ms. Weinberg-Gordon was part of a delegation of students from LCW who attended the JCPA Plenum, of 

which Touro College was a sponsor--a three-day conference where delegates participated and exchanged ideas 

at plenary sessions, forums and workshops designed to enhance advocacy in their communities.   

The Plenum is the highest decision-making body of the JCPA, which over the years has attracted to its meetings 

the most significant leaders in the American-Israeli political arena.  In attendance this year was Israeli 

Ambassador Michael Oren, along with Wayne Firestone, national president of Hillel; Richard Trumka, 

president of the AFL-CIO; and Jennifer Laszlo Mizrahi, founder and president of The Israel Project.  

“We are honored to have our students actively engaged in furthering Jewish life,” said Dr. Alan Kadish, 

president and CEO of Touro College, “especially since there is such a long-standing, powerful bond between 

Touro and the JCPA.  Ms. Weinberg-Gordon’s speech illustrated that bond eloquently.” 

In her remarks, Ms. Weinberg-Gordon discussed the close connection between Touro College and the JCPA 

due, to a large part, to the late Rabbi Dr. Bernard Lander, founding president of Touro College, who was 

instrumental in the founding of the National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council, now known as 

JCPA.   

“The values with which I was raised – that core of Jewish identity, the belief that the Jewish tradition is 

something special, something worth protecting, the belief that we must each do whatever is in our power to 

fulfill the Jewish ideal of tikkun olam [healing the world], both within ourselves and in the greater community – 



these are the goals of the JCPA, and all of these have played a role in every step of my life, including the ones 

that brought me up to this podium to address you tonight,” she said.   

 

Ms. Weinberg-Gordon added that one of the goals of the JCPA is to ensure that every generation hears the 

timeless message of Jewish vitality and Torah conscience, internalizes it, and takes up the banner.   

 

“The message stays the same, but somehow it must speak to young and old, Democrat and Republican, 

American and non-American, secular, Reform, Reconstructionist, Conservative, Orthodox, and everyone in 

between,” she said.  “We may seem worlds apart from each other, but we have heard and answered the same 

call.” 

 

Both the JCPA and Touro College, she observed, are products of the vision of Dr. Bernard Lander, who spent 

his life answering that call.  “If organizations such as Touro College and the JCPA can continue to fulfill their 

roles, to use whatever means we have at our disposal to allow our message to be heard, then the Jewish 

community can look forward to the future envisioned by Dr. Lander and longed for by everyone present 

tonight.” 

 

Dr. Marian Stoltz-Loike, dean of LCW, concurred with Dr. Kadish. “The relationship between Touro College 

and the Jewish Council for Public Affairs has always been a cohesive one.  We are proud to be part of such a 

critical exchange of ideas that will affect Jewish communities both in the United States and in Israel.” 

 

Dr. David Luchins, chair of the Political Science Department of Touro College, noted that “Ms. Weinberg-

Gordon’s address resonated wonderfully with communal leaders from every background. She really captured 

the spirit of the entire event in five powerpacked minutes.” 

 

 
 

 

PHOTO CAPTION: Shayna Weinberg-Gordon, second from left, a graduating senior at Touro College’s 

Lander College for Women-The Anna Ruth and Mark Hasten School (LCW), delivered a rousing address to 

more than 400 communal leaders from all over the United States during the Jewish Council for Public Affairs’ 

(JCPA) Plenum Chair’s Dinner, held from March 5-8, at the Mayflower Renaissance Hotel in Washington, D.C.  

Ms. Weinberg-Gordon spoke of the close connection between Touro College and JCPA.  She was part of a 

delegation of students from LCW who attended the JCPA Plenum, of which Touro College was a sponsor--a 

three-day conference where delegates participated and exchanged ideas at plenary sessions, forums, and 

workshops designed to enhance advocacy in their communities.  Pictured with her, from left, are other members 



of LCW’s delegation:  Sarah Gross, Pessy Katz and Miriam Narrow-Tilonsky, with Dr. David Luchins, 

chairman of the Political Science Department of Touro College and founding dean of LCW. 

Touro College’s Lander College for Women-The Anna Ruth and Mark Hasten School is a student-centered 

institution where Jewish women follow a rigorous academic program while continuing and deepening their 

Torah education and commitment. The Judaic Studies and general academic curricula aim to enrich the 

students’ general knowledge, to develop leadership skills and to prepare students to enter their chosen fields of 

interest. Since its founding 1974, the College has helped women reach their fullest potential, in a caring and 

challenging environment.  
 

Touro is a system of Jewish-sponsored non-profit institutions of higher and professional education. Touro 

College was established in 1971 primarily to enrich the Jewish heritage, and to serve the larger American 

community. More than 18,000 students are currently enrolled in its various schools and divisions. Touro 

College has branch campuses, locations and instructional sites in the New York area, as well as branch 

campuses and programs in Berlin, Jerusalem, Moscow, Paris, and Florida. Touro University California and its 

Nevada branch campus, as well as Touro College Los Angeles, are separately accredited institutions governed 

in common by the same Board of Trustees as Touro College. For further information on Touro College, please 

go to: http://www.touro.edu/media/. 
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