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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This is the first course for students who have had limited exposure to English.  This is an interactive and immersive course, designed to develop and enhance the reading, writing, listening, and speaking fluency of students.  This integrated course encourages the development of all language skills by stressing oral, aural, reading, and written fluency while working on clarity and correctness.

COURSE/DEPARTMENTAL OBJECTIVES

· To prepare students to meet entrance requirements for E007.2

· To teach students how to write grammatically correct and well-constructed sentences

· To teach students how to write one-paragraph descriptive and narrative compositions with an introductory sentence, body, and concluding sentence using simple sentences and transition words.

· To help students become more analytical about their writing

· To help students develop reading comprehension and retention skills through  the reading of short passages

· To develop student vocabulary through reading and word analysis

· To help students improve the grammatical structure of conversational English

· To help students improve their pronunciation

· To help students develop oral fluency

· To help students develop correct sound production

· To improve students’ self-confidence in speaking situations

· To encourage students to improve language mastery by using those skills outside the classroom

COURSE/INSTITUTIONAL OBJECTIVES

· To foster an appreciation of scholarship and of the proficient use of English

· To develop critical reading, listening, and reasoning skills

· To develop analytical thinking skills

· To develop students’ ability to interpret written and spoken language

· To prepare students to communicate clearly in written and spoken form

· To foster students’ abilities to access and evaluate information objectively and effectively

COURSE CONTENT

This course in divided into four modules, each of which focuses upon different areas of language development (Grammar, Reading /Writing, Listening/Speaking, and Vocabulary).

Module 1

· Grammar: Basic grammatical forms including the verb to be,  adjectives, nouns, pronouns, indefinite articles, demonstrative pronouns and adjectives, subject pronouns, possessives, ordinal numbers, singulars and plurals of nouns, interrogatives, present tense, object pronouns,  future tense

· Reading/Writing: Reading subjects include people in university/college life, personal information, and adjusting to a new culture.  The writing component emphasizes capitalization, common punctuation, and paragraph indentation.

· Listening/Speaking: Exercises in these skills are practiced thoroughly, and interactive assignments coinciding with reading/writing assignments are provided.

· Vocabulary:  Emphasis upon developing a personal vocabulary focusing upon words  concerning people, places, nationalities, time, days, months, family members, asking directions, domestic items, plans, vacations, employment, etc.

Module II

· Grammar:  Emphasis on simple present tense, the verb to have, adverbs of frequency, time expressions, non-continuous verbs, count/non-count nouns, command forms, article use, simple past tense, indirect objects, can/could distinction, who as subject, prepositions of location, etc.

· Reading/Writing:  Reading subjects include customs, city life, food, past experience, talents, gifts.  Writing component emphasizes topic sentence and supporting ideas, word order, tense consistency. 

· Listening/ Speaking:  Practice exercises  pertaining to holidays and belefs in students’ original cultures, tour guide of NYC, story telling, food differences in cultures, commercial role-playing, restaurant ordering, national holidays

·  Vocabulary:  Emphasis upon developing a personal vocabulary focusing upon words describing customs, parts of the body, road and traffic signs, geometric shapes, food and drink, directions, taking trips, and measurements

Module III

· Grammar:  One, two, and polysyllabic adjectives, irregulars, comparatives, expressing preference, superlatives, possessive pronouns, simple future tense, time clauses, may, might, maybe usage, comparing nouns 

· Reading/Writing: Reading subjects include making decisions, comparing places and people, making future plans.  Writing component emphasizes transitional phrases and words, elementary proofreading, sentence connectors

· Listening /Speaking: Topics in this component should coincide with those in reading/writing areas such as decision-making, identity of people, comparisons of cities, people, objects.

· Vocabulary:  Emphasis upon developing a personal vocabulary linked to politics, professions, transportation alternatives.

Module IV

· Grammar:  should/ought/had better/, have to, must/ doesn’t, don’t/ could.  Past continuous tense(affirmative, negative, interrogative)

· Reading/Writing: Reading topics include travel, living and working, accomplishments, choices, and  consequences.  The writing component focuses upon short descriptions and a complete review of all skills taught.

· Listening/Speaking: This unit contains exercises in listening and speaking.  Topics in this module include a continuation and extension of subjects from Module III.  Topics are dream vacations, advice for others’ vacations, advice on entertainment in NYC, descriptive conversations of places visited, and of past historical events.

· Vocabulary:  Emphasis is upon development of a personal vocabulary linked to hobbies, recreation, American social customs, and legal terms.

HARDWARE/SOFTWARE/MATERIALS RECOMMENDED

Software for use with recommended Resource Center assignments are: English Tutor, English Discoveries, and the Internet 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Class participation 

· Examinations: quizzes, mid-term examination, standardized examination 

· Homework assignments

GRADING GUIDELINES

Instructors’ recommended final grades for the course are calculated by using the following formula: 30% class participation, 25% homework assignments, 20% quizzes, and tests, 25% mid-term examination.

METHODOLOGY

This is a writing-centered course that also emphasizes the acquisition of basic grammatical concepts as well as reading and listening/speaking skills.  Therefore, each lesson should integrate reading, grammar, writing, listening and speaking.  Assignments should constantly review and reinforce “old” skills as well as teach “new” ones.  Throughout the semester special attention must be given to students’ understanding of basic concepts. “First drafts” will be written in class.  Second and third drafts can be assigned for homework.  Grammatical structures should be presented in context, and grammar homework will be given every day.  Three or four exercises per week will be of the CLOZE type. Classes are student-centered, not teacher-centered, and activities such as role playing, group work, and pair work are emphasized.  Since students in this course are typically from various cultural backgrounds, it is essential that all class sessions be open and cordial, allowing for individual differences and providing a comfortable atmosphere where student errors in pronunciation, vocabulary, and comprehension become a starting point for learning and never a locus of derision.
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