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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This is an intermediate-advanced developmental course for entering or continuing E.S.L. students.  Course emphasis is on paragraph structure, essay structure, grammar and syntax, as well as enrichment in business and human services concepts, vocabulary, and critical reading skills.

COURSE/DEPARTMENTAL OBJECTIVES: 

· By the end of this course, a student should be able to write a coherent and meaningful three-paragraph essay which adequately addresses the topic at hand.  The student will have a thorough grasp of English grammar on the intermediate level, and be able to read and discuss written material, such as standard English literature, without recourse to simplified versions (although certainly an instructor’s help will still be necessary at this point to achieve full understanding of these materials).

· It is through the discussion of readings that ethical values are addressed.  Many readings (especially in fiction) present moral dilemmas which require the student to probe into the human condition and ask questions about how choices get made and what consequences may result from such choices.  The instructor’s task is to stimulate discussion about these issues and have students reflect on how a character’s situation in a story, for example, may resemble a situation he or she may have encountered in his/her own life.  

· Critical thinking comes into play here also, but most importantly in the development of an essay, especially the essay of argument.  Students must learn to support their opinions, to distinguish opinion from fact, and to see the distinction between central issues and side issues.  In summary, a well-written essay is one which is carefully thought out.

COURSE/INSTITUTIONAL OBJECTIVES:
Completion of E007.3 will enable the student to pursue further studies in the Liberal Arts and Sciences, which in turn should further student career interests as well as promote the abilities needed to succeed in a technological society.  We aim to create quality educational opportunities for student populations that otherwise might not receive them.  The goal of Touro College is to provide such educational opportunities so our Touro graduates will contribute to society in the future and provide service to the community.

COURSE CONTENT: 

 The following is a list of topics which will be reviewed, as the need arises, and taught in the 7.3 course.  Regardless of time or effort expended, all students are expected to master these topics by the end of the term.  These topics are not arranged sequentially.  Moreover, not all are of equal importance:  some may be taught with others or subsumed under others.  The amount of time spent on each topic should be determined by the results of the departmental diagnostic essay which the instructor must administer during the first class meeting of the semester.  Course organization and sequence of topics should be determined by class level and needs, consultation with the 7.3 Level Coordinators (Joseph Blum and Raizy Shmuelewitz), and review of model course outlines. 

A. Grammar:  subject-verb agreement; pronoun agreement; adverbs of frequency; intensifiers (very, too); verb tenses (present, past and future, simple and progressive; present perfect, past perfect); negative questions; passive voice (past and present); adjective and noun clauses

B. Sentence Skills:  complete sentences vs. fragments and run-ons;

construction of simple, compound and complex sentences; independent and dependent clauses; subordinating and coordinating conjunctions; paralellism; tense consistency; correct syntax

C. Writing:  topic sentences and supporting details; concluding sentences; essay planning and organization; transitional words and phrases; unity and coherence; essay revision 

D. Reading:  The following skills are to be taught when reading the five enclosed business and human services selections and two of the following four stories in Reading and Writing About Short Fiction (see below, section XII, subsection A: Primary Texts):

“The Ant and the Grasshopper,” pp.288-291

“Just Lather, That’s All,” pp. 82-86

“After the Theatre,” pp.185-187

“The Jewels of M. Lantin,” pp.299-305


1. Reading Comprehension Skills

a. Skimming for author’s purpose

b. Identifying supporting details

c. Identifying main ideas

d. Making inferences

e. Determining meaning from context

f. Recognizing word roots, prefixes, and suffixes


     2. Critical Reading Skills

a.
Recognizing plot, setting, themes, conflict, character               

     
 development, dialogue, point of view

b. Distinguishing between narrator and author

c. Using passages or details from the text to support inferences

E. After the midterm, the focus of the teaching must be on the three-paragraph expository essay (including writing about fiction); the persuasive essay; topics in grammar and sentence skills not covered before the midterm; review of topics already covered as needed.

F. Vocabulary derived from the readings and from the vocabulary list should be taught throughout the semester. 

HARDWARE/SOFTWARE/MATERIALS RECOMMENDED:  

All students are expected to go to the Resource Center, where they can access software designed to help master the E007.3 curriculum.  Specifically, they can work with English Tutor  (an in-house product), English Discoveries (Edusoft/Ltd. 1995), Azar Interactive, and the Internet to complete the Resource Center assignments recommended for E007.3.  
    COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

Minimum requirements include:

· Class participation, homework assignments, writing assignments, departmental midterm and final, class tests and quizzes, end-term portfolio, and tutoring as recommended by the instructor.

· Writing:  Writing is a major component of this course.  Therefore, a minimum of twelve expository writing assignments must be completed, no more than half of which may be done at home.  The assignments will consist of the following:
· Six single-paragraph assignments

· Six three-paragraph essays

     Since the midterm (approximately the 15th class session) will test for mastery of the single expository paragraph, single paragraph assignments should be the focus of the first seven weeks of instruction.  The single-paragraph assignment will take the following form:

· Topic sentence

· Nine to eleven sentences of body

· Development by reasons and/or examples

The writing assignments will be expository (as opposed to first-person narratives and descriptive writing), and should include some assignments in the persuasive mode, as well as assignments related to the readings in the fiction text.

After the midterm, the focus will be on the three-paragraph expository essay.  It will take the following form:

· Introduction (thesis statement)

· Body

· Conclusion

After conferring with the instructor, students will rewrite all unsatisfactory writing assignments.

· Resource Center:  Students should be encouraged to complete both computer and non-computer based weekly assignments in the Resource Center.  The Resource Center and Tutoring Staff help students to understand more clearly the concepts taught in class.  Completed assignments must be submitted to the instructor.

· Library: Instructors must arrange with the librarian for a library orientation with their students at the beginning of each semester before they assign the library projects.  Instructors may assign as many library projects as they deem appropriate; however, the completion of the assignment listed on the attached sheet is mandated for each student in E007.3.  Instructors should grade the assignment and include it in the student’s portfolio.      

· Tutoring:  Students recommended by instructors as needing tutoring are required to meet with assigned tutors on a regular basis.  All other students who wish to avail themselves of this service may do so.


· End-term Portfolios:  Each student will have an end-term portfolio containing his/her written work.
· Course Outlines:  Instructors are required to submit course outlines (which are to include a session-by-session plan of the course) to Dean Mira Felder.  Copies of course outlines (with the salient points for your students’ edification) should be given to students and reviewed thoroughly with them.  Every effort should be made for the students to understand what will be covered in class, what is expected of them, and on what basis their grades will be determined.  In this way, realistic expectations can be set.  Instructors are asked to made up their own course outlines following this syllabus, not to merely photocopy this syllabus.  Some of the information included in this syllabus pertains only to instructors.  Course outlines must be typed and must include office hours on the right hand side of the first page.  Additionally, this outline should also include at least one library assignment per semester as well as a statement urging your students to complete both the computer and non-computer based Resource Center assignments.

GRADING GUIDELINES:  

Grading is done first by the classroom teacher and then by the Departmental Grading Committee, which evaluates the final exam.  The teacher’s grade is based on completion of weekly writing assignments, which progress in difficulty, as well as on periodic grammar quizzes, a departmental midterm exam, completion of homework assignments, and class participation.  The final grade is then determined by the Grading Committee in consultation with the instructor.  The rubric will be used as an assessment tool both in the classroom and at grading sessions.  The specific goals for each category are set by the rubric and quantified by a point system.  Teachers must remember, however, that a student’s achievements must be evaluated with respect to the requirements of this class, which are set forth in various parts of this document.

METHODOLOGY:    
1. This is a writing-and-reading centered course; both must be done in every class.  Assignments must be sequenced from simple to more complex.  Assignments should be varied and appropriate to the level and ability of the class.

2.
Grading criteria should be made clear to the students from the outset.  Papers must be graded and returned in a timely manner.  Corrections should be clear and specific and accompanied by recommendations and/or exercises for remediation.  Instructors should make themselves available for conferences with the students at a mutually convenient time.     

3.
 Each lesson should be planned to integrate listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Assignments should be interesting, varied, and appropriate for all levels of ability represented in the class.  Assignments should review and reinforce old skills and teach new skills.  Assignments and exercises should fulfill a multiplicity of learning skills.  Individual instruction as well as group instruction should be implemented when needed.

4.   Students should be referred for tutoring as needed, and follow-ups

      should be maintained with the Resource Center.

5.   Tests and quizzes should be administered, graded, and returned in a timely fashion.  They should be       varied in format, spaced appropriately, and designed to help develop the students’ test-taking skills.

6. Each Touro College site has academic advisors, and instructors should maintain contact with these advisors, especially in cases of excessive student absences and other pertinent student problems.

7. Instructors are urged to maintain ongoing contact both with their level coordinators and with Resource Center personnel for problems and/or suggestions.
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