TOURO COLLEGE COURSE SYLLABUS

NEW YORK SCHOOL OF CAREER AND APPLIED STUDIES
DEPARTMENT:
The Arts Department
COURSE TITLE:
Introduction to Film
COURSE NUMBER:
GCA  138          
PREREQUISTES:
None

CREDIT HOURS:
4


DEVELOPERS:            Revised by Dr. Jacob Lieberman, Michael Sahl and the Faculty of the Arts Department
LAST UPDATE:
January 15, 2004
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Students will see a variety of films to introduce the ways a filmmaker shapes a story through images, editing  techniques, rhythm, music, etc., to influence and create an impact on the viewer.  Special attention is paid to the multicultural and political themes, which are demonstrated in each film.  Students will be able to effectively evaluate their own viewing experience, not accepting so easily opinions of others.
COURSE/DEPARTMENTAL OBJECTIVES

The student will:

· Understand how both information and emotion are created on the screen by the filmmakers
· Understand the technical aspects of filmmaking
· Learn to appreciate the masterpieces of film as cultural artifacts.

· Understand the ways in which film reflects the societies, cultures and periods which it represents.

COURSE/INSTITUTIONAL OBJECTIVES

This course is intended to:

· To promote understanding of intergroup relations in a pluralistic society

· To further pre-professional career interests of students in the fields of the arts and  work in cultural institutions

· Promote the study of the traditional arts and sciences

· Foster an appreciation of scholarship and enhance research skills in the fields of the arts
· Develop critical reading and listening skills

· Develop students’ critical reasoning skills

· Foster analytical thinking and to develop students’ abilities to solve problems

· Prepare students to communicate clearly in spoken and written forms

· Foster students’ abilities to access and evaluate information objectively and effectively

· Foster a respect for and an appreciation of cultural diversity

· Enhance a global perspective regarding economic, social and cultural issues

TOPICS TO BE COVERED

Film Photography:

· Camera

· Lighting

· Movement

· Examples in Films

Acting:

· Voice

· Body Movement

· Casting

· The Direction of Actors

· Examples of Acting in Films
Direction:

· What is Direction

· Styles of Direction

· The Auteur

· Genres

· Examples in Film

Writing:

· Dialogue

· Screenwriting vs. other Writing

· Adaptation from other Media

· Examples in Film

Other Technical Aspects:

· Sound
· Sets

· Film Design

· Costumes

· Special Effects

Film Criticism:

Social Influences on Film Production

Film History: 

· Early Films

· Classical Hollywood

· National Genres

· National Genres II

· New Wave

· The Future of Film

The Cultural Importance of Film:

HARDWARE/SOFTWARE/MATERIALS REQUIREMENTS

Although this is not a course taught on-line, it is expected that the instructor and the students will make regular use of the facilities available through the Internet and other digital facilities.  Appropriate access should be available to the Computer Lab on-site and reasonable support provided for soft-ware in the field, including CD-ROM materials.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Reading assignments and class materials as scheduled

· Participation in class discussion.
· Series of brief essays testing comprehension of course material
· Midterm examination

· Final examination

· Regular attendance

GRADING GUIDELINES

· Midterm Examination 
 25%

· Final Examination 

 25%

· Class Participation 

 25%

· Out of Class Assignments 
 25%

METHODOLOGY

· Lectures and discussions

· Films, Tapes and Other Media

· Digital-based analysis of  primary sources and critical  articles by film analysts
· Role-playing, debates and other student-based activities

· Participation in activities, including dramatic recitations
· Trips to Cultural Sites, including Art Museums, Film 
Societies, Live Theater
COURSE TEXT
Broadwell and Thompson, Film Art: An Introduction, New York: McGaw Hill 1993
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DIGITAL RESOURCES     

Once again, Touro students have access to a wide variety of materials on the Internet.  Teachers should access the Virtual Library Web Page under Touro Libraries on the Touro Web Page.  On the home page, link on media, which gives access to a list of wonderful sites that can be retrieved using the web page.  Only a small sample is given here.

The Department Office in SCAS, Dr. Lieberman’s Office, has a list of other Web Sites in the Arts.  Please request it and make copies.

Students or faculty should feel free to ask the Librarians or the Department for help in bibliographical research.

This is a sample:

Film Studies Resources-Academic Information http://www.academicinfo.net/film.html
INKPOT MOVIE LINKS http://www.inkpot.com/movielinks/
The Internet Movie Data Base  http://www.imdb.com/
Other material will be suggested throughout the term by the instructor.
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