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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The migration from Latin America to the United States is the result of a process of structural, social and economic integration from the two areas of the continent.  This integration has been stronger after World War II when the United States experienced an economic boom that attracted thousands of immigrants that Latin American economies were unable to absorb.  Immigration has to be studied in terms of the economic cycles that affect both areas.  The fate of the immigrant is to a large extent, the result of the economy’s strength at the time they migrate and of the immigrant’s own cultural and economic backgrounds.  We will explore the major economic cycles that have occurred along the twentieth century.  The course is divided in five major units, in each one the big migration waves that correspond to specific groups are analyzed.  We will study the prevailing conditions in the United States at the time of the immigration, adaptation processes (in school, neighborhood, job) types of jobs, assimilation process and networking strategies.

COURSE/DEPARTMENTAL OBJECTIVES

The student will:

· Gain knowledge of the characteristics of the different Latino groups and the way they are incorporated to the political, social and economic life in the United States

· Be highlighting the specific characteristics of Puerto Rican migrants.  Mexican, Cuban, Central American and Dominican immigrants.

· Study the dynamic interaction between these groups and the American society.

· Understand the evolution of the Latino communities in the United States.

COURSE/INSTITUTIONAL OBJECTIVES

This course is intended to:

· To promote understanding of intergroup relations in a pluralistic society

· To further pre-professional career interests of students in the fields of community service and  work in cultural institutions

· Promote the study of the traditional arts and sciences

· Foster an appreciation of scholarship and enhance research skills in the fields of history and the other social studies

· Develop critical reading and listening skills

· Develop students’ critical reasoning skills

· Foster analytical thinking and to develop students’ abilities to solve problems

· Prepare students to communicate clearly in spoken and written forms

· Foster students’ abilities to access and evaluate information objectively and effectively

· Foster a respect for and an appreciation of cultural diversity

· Enhance a global perspective regarding economic, social and cultural issues

TOPICS TO BE COVERED
The Emergence of the neocolonial order:

· Relationship between the U.S. and Latin America

· Economy

· Political Changes

· Immigrants Role in U.S. Economic Development

· Latinos Compared to Prior European Immigrants

The Years Between World War I and World War II: 1915 – 1940

· The Depression Years

· Economy

· Immigration flow 

· Immigration’s Regulation Laws 

After World War II:

· The Economic Boom

· Migrations from Mexico

· Agribusiness

· The ‘Bracero Program’ and Operation Bootstrap

· Beginning of Agriculture Workers Movement

1960 to 1970:

· Economy in Central America and Caribbean

· Political crises in Central America and Caribbean

· Migrations from Cuba (1959-1973)

· Dominican Republic

· Central America 

· Columbia

· Panama

HARDWARE/SOFTWARE/MATERIALS REQUIREMENTS

Although this is not a course taught on-line, it is expected that the instructor and the students will make regular use of the facilities available through the Internet and other digital facilities.  Appropriate access should be available to the Computer Lab on-site and reasonable support provided for soft-ware in the field, including CD-ROM materials.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Reading assignments  as scheduled

· Participation in class discussion

· Midterm examination

· Final examination

GRADING GUIDELINES

· Midterm Examination 
 20%

· Final Examination 

 30%

· Class Participation 

 20%

· 2 Papers                                30%

*Note: An additional paper is required for students that are registered for the topics.  The grade for that credit is solely based on the paper (8 pages).  The paper will be an interview with a Latino immigrant.  In that report the student will explore the causes for the immigrant’s decision to migrate, the prevailing conditions n the country of origin (family, political, economic) as well as the prevailing social, political and economic conditions in the U.S. at the time of the immigrant’s arrival.

METHODOLOGY

· Lectures and discussions

· Films, Tapes and Other Media

· Digital-based analysis of   primary sources and critical articles by historians

· Role-playing, debates and other student-based activities

· Participation in activities, including dramatic recitations

· Trips to Cultural Sites, including Art Museums, Historical 
Societies, Live Theater
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DIGITAL RESOURCES

Once again, Touro students have access to a wide variety of materials on the Internet.  Teachers should access the Virtual Library Web Page under Touro Libraries on the Touro Web Page.  On the home page, link on history, which gives access to a list of wonderful sites, which can be retrieved using the web page.  Only a small sample is given here.

The Department Office in SCAS, Dr. Lieberman’s Office, has a list of other Web Sites in History. Please request it and make copies.

Students or faculty should feel free to ask the Librarians or the Department for help in bibliographical research.

This is a sample:

Latino Studies Research Guide http://www.public.iastate.edu/~savega/latino.htm
Mexican American History Explorations      http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/modules/mex_am/index.cfm?

Studying Mexican American History Through Documents:

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/modules/mex_am/documents.html
