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Course Developmental Objectives: 

Survey of the African-American community. Areas include demographic characteristics; social, religious, political, and economic institutions, with emphasis placed on the contributions and problems of the African American community in New York City.
Course Institutional Objectives:

To foster a richer understanding and appreciation of our students’ own heritages and a respect for the heritage of others, and to work towards more harmonious relationships between different groups, particularly in the greater New York metropolitan community; to enhance critical thinking and foster communication skills.

Course Content:
· The historical origin of the African American community – a survey from slavery to the present. Origin and growth of class distinctions; development of family relations; the community’s role in the U.S. political economy.

· The Moynihan Report – The content of the report and the attendant controversy. Unemployment, crime, unwed pregnancy, and family structure in the African American community circa 1965.

· Culture of Poverty theories – The theoretical work of Oscar Lewis and its relation to Moynihan is to be considered.

· The African American family – The work of E. Franklin Frazier, Herbert Guttman, and others are essayed.

· Deindustrialization and U.S. political economy – The early work of William I. Wilson; changes in labor force participation, occupational structure.

· Structural determinants and epiphenomena of poverty – Poverty and its correlation with family dissolution, crime, teenage pregancy, etc.

· The demographics of poverty – A comparative survey of poverty among White, Latino and West Indian communities.

· Public policy – How, and if, social theory ramifies through public policy decisions; the ideological roots of social theories.

Hardware/Software/Materials Requirements:  No additional requirements; video materials available upon request.

Course Requirements:
· Prompt, reliable attendance is required.

· Class participation is encouraged.

· Midterm

· Final

· Term project

Methodology:

· Lecture 
· Class discussion

Grading Guidelines

· Mid term exam

  
25%

· Term Project



50%

· Final




25%
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