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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will study the condition and experience of women in the United States, with the emphasis on the period after the Civil War.  The class will survey the historical development of the Women’s Movement after 1900, with the major focus on post-World War II developments; the current needs, status and problems facing the women’s movement will be considered.

COURSE/DEPARTMENTAL OBJECTIVES

The student will:

· Understand the factual story of women in America
· Understand the contradictions and complexities of American society with respect to this particular social group
· Recognize how historical groups have worked to better their condition in America

· Develop analytical thinking, reading and writing

· Develop the spirit of inquiry and a respect for the difference o  opinion

· Develop a sense of social responsibility

COURSE/INSTITUTIONAL OBJECTIVES

This course is intended to:

· To promote understanding of intergroup relations in a pluralistic society

· To further pre-professional career interests of students in the fields of community service and  work in cultural institutions

· Promote the study of the traditional arts and sciences

· Foster an appreciation of scholarship and enhance research skills in the fields of history and the other social studies

· Develop critical reading and listening skills

· Develop students’ critical reasoning skills

· Foster analytical thinking and to develop students’ abilities to solve problems

· Prepare students to communicate clearly in spoken and written forms

· Foster students’ abilities to access and evaluate information objectively and effectively

· Foster a respect for and an appreciation of cultural diversity

· Enhance a global perspective regarding economic, social and cultural issues

TOPICS TO BE COVERED

Introduction: The Status of Women in American Society:

· How law, economics and culture define women’s role

· Feminist perspectives

· Recent scholarship

Women in Colonial America:

· Women at home

· Women outside the home

· Women’s legal and economic status

· Quaker women

· Women in the American Revolution

Women in the Early 19th Century America

· Family life

· Early factory workers

· The beginnings of the Women’s Temperance Movement

· The Women’s Reform movements

· Ideas about women’s status

Women Activists of the Nineteenth Century:

· Susan B. Anthony and  the Suffrage Movement

· Dorothea Dix and the Reform Crusade

· Mary Lyons and the movement for Women’s Education

· Charlotte Perkings Gilman and the origins of American Feminism

Working Women in the 19th Century:

· Economic conditions of women’s work

· Types of labor outside the home

· Legal status

· Trade unionism

· Major events

Women in Different Ethnic Groups:

· Jewish women

· Irish women

· Yankee women

· African-American women

· Asian women

· Latino women

· Italian Women

· Readings:
Instructor’s Materials

Bio-Ethical Issues:  Family Planning

· The legal and cultural background

· Origins of a controversy

· Folk culture and contraception

· Medical and legal crusade against abortion


Twentieth Century Overview:

· Feminism and Anti-Feminism

· The women’s revolution: Myth vs. Reality

· The impact of the Second World War

· The second feminist movement


Women in the Twentieth Century Labor Movement:

· Origins of the Women’s Trade Union movement

· The garment trades as arena for women’s unions

· Protectionism vs. Feminism in the Women’s Work movement

· Recent trends


Women in War:

· Women in World War I

· Pacifist women

· Women prepare for World War II

· Women in War

· Why women returned to the home

· Long-Range consequences of women’s war work


Women in the Civil Rights Movement:

· Beginnings

· Women in the fight against segregation and lynching

· Women in the 1960’s Civil Rights Movement

· African-American women participation

· Women in the legal arena

· The consequences of the Woman’s Movement


The New Women’s Movement:

· Origins and beginnings

· Feminist nature

· Actions and structure

· Agenda

· Success and failures


The Future:

· Future Feminism

· Feminism vs. Anti-Feminism

· The role of women in America in the future

· The relationship with men

· Economic, legal, social consequences


Review for Final Examination


FINAL EXAMINATION  

HARDWARE/SOFTWARE/MATERIALS REQUIREMENTS

Although this is not a course taught on-line, it is expected that the instructor and the students will make regular use of the facilities available through the Internet and other digital facilities.  Appropriate access should be available to the Computer Lab on-site and reasonable support provided for soft-ware in the field, including CD-ROM materials.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Reading of Assignments and other materials as scheduled

· Participation in class discussion and other on-site activities

· Research Report

Paper or Critique of Historical Work

A. Student Argument or Author’s Thesis

B. Analysis of Sources, Primary and Secondary, including Digital   Resources

C. Student or Author’s Point of View

D. Student’s Learning on this Topic

Plentiful resources for research exist:

The Touro Libraries: Brooklyn and Manhattan Main and Extension Campuses: All are equipped with Internet, Touro Web Library and other Computerized Facilities, as well as Print and other media.  Inter-library location and borrowing facilities are available.

The New York Public Library: Both Circulating and Research Divisions

Brooklyn Public Library: Main Division (Grand Army Plaza) and Branch Libraries

A preliminary bibliography may be found at the end of this syllabus

GRADING GUIDELINES

· Midterm Examination = 25%

· Final Examination = 25%

· Class Participation = 25%

· Out of Class Assignments = 25%

METHODOLOGY

· Lectures and discussions

· Films, Tapes and Other Media

· Digital-based analysis of  primary sources and critical  articles by historians

· Role-playing, debates and other student-based activities

· Visit to the following city institutions:

· Visits to Museums, historical collections, landmarks and other community resources

· Lectures by outside speakers

TEXT:

C. Berkin and M.B. Norton,  Women of America: A History . 

     

Boston:    Houghton Miflin, 1995

Other readings and materials, especially for the recent period, will be provided by the instructor.
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Women in the 20th Century Labor Movement:



Foner, P. Women and the American Labor Movement, New York 1979

Wertheimer, B. We Were There: A Story of Working Women in America, New York 1977


Women in Education:



Solomon, B In the Company of Educated Women, New Haven 1985



Horowitz, H. Alma Mater, New York 1984


Women in War:

Hartman, S. TheHome Front  and Beyond: American Women in the 1940’s, Boston 1982
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Cott, Nancy, ed.  History of Women in the United States. 19 Vols. Munich  1993.

Fischer Gayle V.  “The Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of Woman Suffrage in the United States: A Bibliographic Essay”, Journal of Women’s History 7(Fall 1995): 172-99.

Huls, Mary Ellen. United States Government Documents on Women, 1800-1990. Volume I.  Westport, Conn:  1993.

Kinnard, Cynthia D. Antifeminism in American Thought: An Annotated Bibliography.  Boston, 1986.

Krichmar, Albert .  et. al.  The Women’s Rights Movement in the United States, 1848-1890  Metuchen, N.J.: 1972.

Langley, Winston and Vivian C. Fox, eds.  Women’s rights in the United States: A Documentary History.  Westport, Conn: 1994

Scanlon, Jennifer.  Ed, Significant Contemporary American Feminists: A Biographical Source Book. Westport, Conn.  1999

Digital Resources: Once again, Touro students have access to a wide variety of materials on the Internet.  Teachers should access the Virtual Library Web Page under Touro Libraries on the Touro Web Page.  On the home page, link on history, which gives access to a list of wonderful sites, which can be retrieved using the web page.  Only a small sample is given here.

The Department Office in SCAS, Dr. Lieberman’s Office, has a list of other Web Sites in History. Please request it and make copies.

Students or faculty should feel free to ask the Librarians or the Department for help in bibliographical research.

This is a sample:

Documents from the Women’s Liberation Movement Duke University Library:

http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/wlm/.

Hartmere, Anne, comp. American Women. Radcliffe College, 1998:

http://www.radcliffe.edu/schles/libcolls/bksper/bibs/suffbib.htm.

Women’s Rights.  Florida State Archives.  1996:

http://www.dos.state.fl.us/dlis/barm/fsa/women’sguide.htm.

Women’s Studies: Primary Sources: University of Rochester:

http://www.lib.rochester.edu/rbk/wommss.htm.

