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Course Description: 

The family as a universal, fundamental social institution is explored, with particular reference to its diversely-assigned (and annulled) functions. The relationship of the family to its concomitant kinship systems is considered. Courtship and marriage and family statuses are encompassed as well.

Course/Developmental Objectives: 

· To develop a concertedly sociological understanding of the family

· To apply competing models of analysis to the family, e.g., Marxist, symbolic interactionist, functional paradigms

· To consider theories of the origin of the family

· To review cross-culturally defined kinship categories and family types

· To assess the incest taboo and its putative function(s)

· To inquire into issues of family conduct.

Course/Institutional Objectives:

Viewing the family institution through a social-scientific lens should enable students to better appreciate the dynamics of their own family life and the culturally polyglot family lives of others, a useful set of understandings for residents of New York.

Course Content: 

· What is family? Definitional issues

· Forms of family - monogamy, polygamy, etc.

· Functions of the family

· History of the Family - functional, Marxist, exchange, and conflict models

· Mate Selection - arranged marriages, cohabitations, the idea of romantic love, courtship

· Gender and family - Changing expectations, work patterns among married women, fatherhood

· Ethnic variety in family structure and expectations

· Divorce and remarriage

· Child abuse, changing protections afforded children

Hardware/Software/Materials Requirements:  No additional requirements; video materials available upon request.

Course Requirements

· Thorough reading of the text

· Regular, prompt attendance

· Class participation

· Term paper

· Midterm exam

· Final exam

Grading Guidelines

· Midterm 

30%

· Final


40%

· Paper


20%

· Class Participation
10%

Methodology

· Lecture and class discussion

· Term paper

· Recommendation to students to search media for relevant articles, including the internet

· Sample question test preparation

Course Texts

Eshleman, J. Ross, The Family, Allyn and Bacon, 2003
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