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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is aimed at introducing students to Medieval literature of, with emphasis on the way stories were treated in different ways by different writers and used by those writers to express both societal and individual interpretations of reality.
COURSE/DEPARTMENTAL OBJECTIVES

The student will: 
· Familiarize herself with the most significant works of Medieval literature
· Understand that knowing about these particular works can enrich and enliven her interpretation of other works of literature 

· Improve her ability to think critically 
· Gain an appreciation for different cultures and different ways of perceiving reality
· Improve her ability to analyze and write about literature 
COURSE/INSTITUTIONAL OBJECTIVES

This course is intended to enrich students’understanding of their place in the Western tradition, to develop their critical reasoning skills, and to foster their abilities to access and evaluate information clearly and objectively.  More specifically, the course is designed to cultivate the ability to analyze and appreciate literature, philosophy, and art.  Through the study of diverse populations, the course also will foster a respect and appreciation for cultural diversity.
COURSE CONTENT
English Literature
· Beowulf
· Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
· Sir Thomas Malory
· Medieval Drama
· Chaucer

French Literature
· The Song of Roland
· Marie de France
Other Literature
· Tales from the Thousand and One Nights

· Gottfried von Strassburg
· Dante
HARDWARE/SOFTWARE/MATERIALS REQUIREMENTS:

Not applicable.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Regular Attendance

Reading Assignments

Quizzes

Mid-Term Exam

Ten-Fifteen pages of written work

Final Exam

GRADING GUIDELINES

A. 
Students must come to class prepared and ready to participate.
B.         Students must take at least five quizzes. (50 points)

C.
Students must take the mid-term exam. (60 points)

D.
Student must hand in carefully written essays on a timely basis. (130 points)
E.
Students must take the final exam. (60 points)

METHODOLOGY

In addition to lecturing, the professor should regularly call on students to ask and answer questions and to state their opinions.  
COURSE TEXTS

Title:

The Norton Anthology of  English Literature
Editor:

M. H. Abrams, et. al.
Edition:
Volume 1A, The Middle Ages
Pub. Date:
2002
Publisher:
W. W. Norton
Title:

The Song of Roland
Translator:
Dorothy L. Sayers
Pub. Date:
1957
Publisher:
Penguin
Title:

Tales from the Thousand and One Nights

Translator:
N. J. Dawood
Pub. Date:
1973
Publisher:
Penguin

Title:

The Inferno

Author:
Dante

Translator:
John Ciardi

Pub. Date:
1954
Publisher:
New American Library

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Note:  Most of the following volumes have been reprinted many times.  Used copes of various editions can be found on websites such as add.com and amazon.com.  For that reason, no publishers are listed.

 GENERAL 


 Title:

Mimesis

Author:
Erich Auerbach 

Pub. Date:
(1953) 


Title:

Anatomy of Criticism

Author:
Northrop Frye 
Pub. Date:
1957

Title:

The Western Canon 
Author:
Harold Bloom
Pub. Date:
1994 
Title:

The Allegory of Love

Author:
C. S. Lewis

Pub. Date:
1936

Title:

Love in the Western World

Author:
Denis de Rougemont

Pub. Date:
1940

Title:

Medieval Literature

Author:
W. T. H. Jackson

Pub. Date:
1966
Title:

The Jewish Poets of  Spain

Editor:

David Goldstein

Pub. Date:
1965

Title:

Middle English Survey

Editor:

Edward Vasta

Pub. Date:
1965

Title:

Woman Defamed and Woman Defended

Editor:

Alcuin Blamires

Pub. Date:
1992

EPIC AND ROMANCE

Title:

An Anthology of Beowulf Criticism

Editor:

Lewis Nicholson

Pub. Date:
1963

Title:

Beowulf

Editor:

Joseph F. Tuso

Pub. Date:
1975

Title:

From Ritual to Romance

Author:
Jessie L. Weston

Pub. Date:
1920

Title:

The Development of Arthrian Romance

Author:
Roger Sherman Loomis

Pub. Date:
1963

Title:

Medieval Romance

Author:
John Stevens

Pub. Date:
1973

Title:

The Art of Recognition in Wolfram’s Parzival

Author:
D. H. Green

Pub. Date:
1982

Title:

Twentieth  Century Interpretations of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
Editor:

Denton Fox

Pub. Date:
1968
SPECIFIC WRITERS

Title:

Dante

Editor:

John Freccero

Pub. Date:
1963

Title:

Dante:  Poet of the Secular World

Author:
Erich Auerbach

Pub. Date:
1929

Title:

Dante:  The Poetics of Conversion

Author:
John Freccero

Pub. Date:
1986

Title:

Chaucer

Editor:

Edward Wagenknecht

Pub. Date:
1965

Title:

Twentieth Century Interpretations of  The Pardoner’s Tale

Editor:

Dewey Faulkner

Pub. Date:
1973

Title:

An Introduction to the Canterbury Tales

Author:
Helen Phillps

Pub. Date:
2000

Title:

The Canterbury Tales

Editors:
V. A. Kolve and Glending Olson

Pub. Date:
1989
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