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Course Description: 

Size and geographic distribution of the Jewish community, education, income, occupation, and voting behavior; the historical role of American Jewry, traditional and alternative communal and political organizations, the internal dynamics of Jewish life; problems of identity, acculturation, and assimilation.

Course/Developmental Objectives: 

· To understand how the American Jewish community has changed

· To understand the community in its diversity

· To understand how its immigrant past impacts contemporary events.

· To address the issue of anti-Semitism

Course/Institutional Objectives

To perpetuate and enrich students’ appreciation of the Jewish heritage through Jewish studies and scholarship; to foster a richer understanding and appreciation of our students’ own heritages and a respect for the heritage of others, and to work towards more harmonious relationships between different groups, particularly in the greater New York metropolitan community. 

.

Course Content (to include additional class-based materials):
· Chapter 3 – American Jewry: A Population Projection, 1990 –2020

· Chapter 4 – The Changing American Family Faces the 1990s

· Chapter 1 – The Sociohistorical Background and Development of America’s Jews

· Chapter 2 – Economic Adjustment of Immigrants: Jewish Adaptation to the United States

· Chapter 5 – The Organization of the American Jewish Community

· Chapter 7 – Jewish Organizational Response to Intermarriage: A Policy  Perspective

· Chapter 6 – Antisemitism and Jewish Security in Contemporary America: Why Can’t Jews Take Yes for an Answer?

· Chapter 8 – Negotiating Egalitarianism and Judaism: American Jewish Feminism and Their Implications for Jewish Life

· Chapter 9 – Jewish Liberalism Revisited

· Chapter 10 – Understanding American Judaism: Revisiting the Concept of “Social Justice”

· Chapter 11 – Center and Periphery: Israel in American Jewish Life

· Chapter 12 – Jewish Identity in Conversionary and Mixed Marriages

· Chapter 13 – The Impact of Varieties of Jewish Education upon Jewish Identity: An Intergenerational Perspective

· Chapter 14 – Creative Decision Making and the Construction of a  Modern Identity 

· Chapter 15 – Ritual, Ceremony and Reconstruction of Judaism in the United States

· Chapter 16 – Rupture and Reconstruction: The Transformation of Contemporary Orthodoxy

· Chapter 17 – Religious Movements in Collision: A Jewish Culture War?

· Chapter 18 – Postmodernity and the Jews: Identity, Identification,

Hardware/Software/Materials Requirements:  No additional requirements; video materials available upon request.

Course Requirements:

· Text reading assignments

· Regular, punctual attendance

· Class participation

· Three essay exams

Grading Guidelines

· Students liable for grade penalty for excessive lateness.

· Test equally weighted

Methodology
· Class lectures

· Smallness of class size and identification with subject matter should encourage significant student participation

Course Text: Farber, and Waxman, eds., Jews in America: A Contemporary Reader, Brandeis University Press 1999.
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