


 

 

 

In Memoriam 
DR. MARK HASTEN,k”mz 

JEWISH PHILANTHROPIST, BUSINESSMAN AND TOURO CHAIRMAN 

D
r. Mark Hasten, Touro’s longtime 
chairman, was a visionary leader and 
ardent supporter of Touro who passed 
away last February at 92. An engineer as 
well as an entrepreneur in myriad 
businesses, including banking, real estate 

and health care, Dr. Hasten long focused his 
philanthropic interests on education and Jewish 
continuity. Chairman during Touro’s most significant 
period of growth, he was a major contributor to the 
establishment of Touro’s Lander College for 
Women- The Anna Ruth and Mark Hasten 
School, in Manhattan and supported all 
the other schools as well. 

For more than three decades, Dr. 
Hasten traveled from his home in 
Indianapolis to participate 
personally in the Commencement 
Ceremonies for Touro’s Lander 
Colleges. He shared personal 
messages with the graduates, and 
generations of Touro alumni were 
inspired by Dr. Hasten’s life 
experiences, his heroism, and his 
service to Klal Yisroel. 

Fighting for Jewish Survival on all 
Fronts 
Hasten was born in Bohorodczany, Poland, in 
1927. He and his family survived WWII in 
Kazakhstan, where he entered the military. The young 
Hasten fought with the Polish Brigade of the Red 
Army against the Nazis on the Eastern Front during 
World War II and participated in the liberation of the 
Majdanek Concentration Camp in Poland. In a 
displaced persons camp, he joined the Irgun Tzvai 
Leumi and was aboard the Altalena, the famous ship, 
which was sunk by order of Prime Minister David 
Ben-Gurion. Hasten joined the Israel Defense Forces 
in 1948, and participated for two years in Israel’s War 
of Independence. 

From Southern Methodist University to 
General Mills and First National Bank 
In 1952, Dr. Hasten married Anna Ruth Robinson and 
they emigrated to the United States in 1953. Hasten’s 
education had been suspended at age 12 by WWII and 
he realized he needed training in order to advance 
professionally. 

He enrolled at Southern Methodist University in Dallas 
and in 1959, earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. He then spent nine years 
working for General Mills in Minneapolis, first in 
research, then as Chief Design Engineer for Corporate 
Engineering. While there, Hasten invented and 
designed the products and machines that produced the 
bendable straw, Cheerios, Pringles and Bugles. In 
1967, Hasten was invited by his younger brother, Hart, 
to join his healthcare business in Indianapolis. Hasten 
insisted that the company be Sabbath-observant. As the 

business grew, they worked closely with banks to 
raise capital. Eventually, they decided they 

would rather finance their projects 
themselves and they acquired a total of 

36 banks under the First National Bank 
and Trust name. They divested their 
bank holdings in 2007. 
The brothers worked together for 40 
years and were partners in both 
business and community service. 
With no Jewish day school in 
Indianapolis, they decided to create 

one. The Hasten Hebrew Academy 
began with 13 children and its 

roster now numbers over 150. 

Visionary Leadership for Touro 
Always passionate about education and 

especially interested in higher education that 
offered a Jewish environment, Hasten joined the board 
of Touro College in 1977 and became chairman in 
1995. He and Touro founder, Dr. Bernard Lander, were 
extremely close, sharing a vision for building from the 
ground up. 

“Dr. Hasten’s business acumen and expertise helped 
realize Dr. Lander’s educational vision,” said Dr. Alan 
Kadish, Touro College President. “I don’t believe Touro 
could have developed into what it did without Dr. 
Hasten’s hands-on operational leadership and guidance 
as Chairman of the Board. He was a leader who 
supported the institution through thick and thin, who 
had vision, drive and tremendous ability,” said Kadish. 
“He was a leader in business, government and 
education and always remained approachable, humble, 
warm and engaging.” 

“Dr. Hasten spoke to our students often of the four P’s 
necessary for success – patience, persistence, positivity 
and perseverance and he exemplified all those traits,” 
said Kadish. 





























    
  

  

  

   

    

  
  

  

  
  

 
   

 
   

 
  

 
   

 
   

 
  

 
  

 
     

 
  

 
   

   

 
    

   

 
    
  

  
  

 
  

  
  

 
   

 
   

 
    
   

 
   

   

                 

T OUR O COL L E GE R E CIPIE N T S 
OF H ON OR A RY 

DOCT OR A L DE GR E E S* 

2019 
May 26 
Jonathan Halevy, L.H.D. 

2017 
May 28 
Jason Dov Greenblatt, L.L.D. 

2016 
May 30 
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, L.H.D. 

2015 
May 31 
Jay Sexter, L.H.D. 
Alan Schoor, L.H.D. 

2014 
May 26 
Michael Oren, LL.D. 

2013 
May 26 
Robert Goldschmidt, LL.D. 

2012 
June 10 
Richard B. Stone, LL.D. 

2008 
May 25 
Rabbi Nosson Scherman, D.Lit. 

2007 
May 27 
Malcolm Hoenlein, LL.D. 

2006 
May 28 
Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, LL.D. 

2005 
May 29 
Mayor Michael R.Bloomberg, LL.D. 

2004 
May 30 
Aaron D.Twerski, LL.D. 

2003 
June 1 
Rabbi Joseph Grunblatt ,L.H.D. 

2002 
June 2 
Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski, M.D., LL.D. 

2001 
June 3 
Jozef Straus, L.H.D. 

2000 
May 29 
Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis, L.H.D. 
Dr. Leon Reich, Sc.D. 

1999 
May 31 
Senator Charles E. Schumer, LL.D. 
Merryl H. Tisch, L.H.D. 

1998 
May 25 
Rabbi Menachem Genack, LL.D. 
Israel Singer, LL.D. 

1997 
May 26 
Mark Hasten, L.H.D. 

1995 
May 28 
Joseph Burg, LL.D. 

1994 
May 29 
Nathan Lewin, LL.D. 

1993 
May 30 
Shoshana S. Cardin, L.H.D. 

1992 
May 31 
Senator Alfonse D’Amato, LL.D. 

1991 
May 26 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, LL.D. 
Samuel A. Klurman, L.H.D. 

1990 
May 27 
Martin C. Barrel, LL.D. 
Max H. Karl, L.H.D. 

*Touro Col lege began aw ard ing honorary doctorates in 1990. T his is a select l ist of rec ip ien ts honored at Com m encem ent. 
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